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Assassinations Cestinue In Fl Salvador

On 3 January two American advisors and the head of El Salvadoc's
violence-plagued land reform program werc assassinated by unknown
gunmen at the Sheraton Hotel in San Salvador. The Americans, Mark
D. Pearlman and Michsel P. Hammer. were assaciates of the American
Institute for Free Labor Develogment (AIFLD). an AFL-CIO afTiliate
based in Washingion, D.C. Ironically. Mr. Hammer had arrived in El
Salvador from the Usited States eardier on the day of the shooting. Mr.
Peariman had been assigned in the country since May 1980. The Salva-
doran victim was Radolfo Viera, the Director of the Salvadoran Institute
for Agrarian Reform (ITSA) who had been the target of a pruivious
assassination attempt. At the time of their deaths the threc men were
meeti- g together oa behall of the agrarian reform program snd were
reated in a dining area of the hotel around midnight when two unideati-
fied gunmer crproacke4 and opened fire with automatic pistols at clase
range. Monient. later te.. (wo gunmen plus a third man, believed to have
beer: a lookout, eicr- 4 unmolested through the main lobby of the hotel.

The slaying of W two Americans brings 0 a total of seven the
numbvr o Americass illed in El Salv~ior during the last month. Four
American churchwoscy wey: ehd . ~iel mo- 4 red o4 4 December. A
private American sscurity sc:i.w was killed an 17 Pecomber. Some of
these attacks have Seen finhd 10 atierams Ly tre mrireme M1 and the
extreme riﬂn to exacarbaic the already suriuus pooblems being cmn-
tered by the centrint Syivadoran ment in its efforts i0 tring "o

forms to the coun'ry. No group has yet claimed responsibility for ihe
recent killing of eay of the Amﬂa*
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